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SUNDAY SERMONS 
Worship at 8, 9:15, and 11 a.m.

The Grand Symphony

March 7 

March 14 

March 21

WeDNesDAY TeACHINg 
Lecture at 6:30 p.m.

The Fruit of the Spirit

March 10

March 17

March 24

For a complete schedule of worship 
services, please check our web site, 
www.NationalPres.org.

Sculptor Creates Prayer Memorial in Leipzig
Prayer Vigil in E. Germany Aided Effort to Unite Nation   
By Keith Patman
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a bimonthly publication by and about 
the people of NPC in ministry

DEADLINES

May/June:  April 1

July/August:  June 1

September/October:  August 1

November/December:  October 1

January/February:  December 1

March/April:  February 1

Editor:   Kate Brinkley, 202.537.7574 
or KBrinkley@NationalPres.org

Last fall the people of 
the city of Leipzig were 

among the many throughout 
Germany who celebrated 
the 20th anniversary of 
the fall of the Berlin Wall. 
This symbol of Communist 
oppression and the Cold 
War divided the German 
people from 1961-1989. 
Its fall in November 1989, 
brought about by peaceful demonstration 
and activism among the German people, 
astounded the world.

One of the most famous of these move-
ments began in a church in the East Ger-
man city of Leipzig and was fueled by 
prayer and the proclamation of Jesus� 

Sermon on the Mount. 
Throughout the 1980s, St. 
Nicholas Church opened 
its doors on Monday eve-
nings to those who wanted 
to gather peacefully to 
pray for problems around 
the world.  In the spring 
and summer of 1989, 

the prayers became more 
focused on life within Ger-

many.  People at the Monday night prayer 
sessions began to share their frustration 
over the restriction of their freedom and to 
pray for an end to the oppression. Chris-
tians and non-Christians alike, and even 
the government spies who in�ltrated the 

Palm Sunday Concert Features Passion and 
Resurrection Sections of Handel’s Messiah 
By Beverly Morrone Haller  

The National Presbyterian Church Fes-
tival Choir has a concert coming up 

on Palm Sunday, March 28, at 5 p.m. Who 
is the Festival Choir? They are performing 
Handel�s Messiah, Parts II and III.  What 
is this? Keep reading, and I will explain!

The Choir
The NPC Chancel Choir, who sings 

during Sunday services throughout the 
year, is thrilled to be the core of the NPC 
Festival Choir. The Festival Choir is com-
prised of three distinct groups: members 
of the Chancel Choir; members of the 
congregation who love to sing, but can�t 
make the commitment to weekly rehears-
als during the rest of the year; and friends 
who simply want to join in singing praises 
to our Lord.  

You see, the great joy the Chancel Choir 
has during the year, singing in our beauti-

ful sanctuary, 
is multiplied 
when we wel-
come new and 
returning festi-
val singers who 
swell our ranks 
to double the 
usual number of 
voices. During 
February and 
March, we have several Festival Choir re-
hearsals in the choir room, which is a little 
�cozy� with 90 singers packed into it, to 
prepare for this special event.

All of us are not accustomed to singing 
together, but we work hard to blend our 
voices into one majestic sound. We go over 
those pesky phrases as many times as it 
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Pastor Christian Furrer, retired pastor of St. 
Nicholas Church in Leipzig, with sculptor Miley 
Tucker-Frost
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